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SHELTIE WISE  
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Please join us at 7:30 pm , Friday, May 5th  at Westfield 
Community Center.  (Directions to the meeting site can be 
find at our Website – www.sscnj.org )  This month we will 
be be having a pot luck dinner.  Please contact Donna 
Colletti and let her know what you will be bringing 
 
Our guest speaker for the evening is Pam Sayler.   
Pam Saylor, the renowned animal communicator will be 

speaking after  dinner. She is 
known for communicating with 
pets like cats, dogs,  birds as well 
as larger animals like horses, thus 
helping owners  understand where 
there are problems to be resolved. 
Since she is an  ordained minister, 
she performs pet funerals and 
provides grief  counseling to pet 
owners. 
 

Please invite guests who might be interested in the lecture, 
they can arrive at 8 when are dinner is over or if they would 
like to join us,  they can bring a dish. We are looking 
forward to a fun evening.   
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If you interested in attending, please 
call or email Sylvette Hartroth ASAP 
in order to get the right number of 
passes.  Sylvette can be reached by 
email at  sheltieville@yahoo.com for 
more information. 
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Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 25th!   Join us for 
picnic and Sheltie related activities at Tamaques Park 

(more info to follow).  Plan to come and relax, enjoy a day 
of fun, good talk and laughter! 
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I would like to thank all of those who made our show a 
pleasant experience for all involved, Sylvette for working 
so hard on performing for us and all of those who worked 
so hard to help out.  
                                                ---- Elaine 
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Shelties were first registered in the US in 1911, and by 
1914 eighteen had been registered.  From 1915-1922 there 

were no registrations, and in 1923 interest was again 
renewed.  However, the breed did not really gain a 

foodthold until Catherine Coleman Moore developed an 
interest in Shelties and began her Sheltieland Kennels in 
1924 with the purchase of the imported bitch Kilvarock 

Lassie. 
 

(They Helped Make the Breed:  Part 11 – The Founding 
Fathers by Barbara Curry, Mary Van Wagenen, and 

Catherine Coleman Moore. –1996 ASSA Handbook, p.57)  
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Elaine’s Pom, “Meg” earned her Rally Novice degree in 
Syracuse.  
 
From Donna and Greg Colletti:  Ironmoon National Tryst  
(Trista ) handled by Karen Aurelius is now a CHAMPION. 
She earned her Championship at the Birmingham Kennel 
Club, Inc. Sunday, April 9, 2006 under Judge Ms. Charlotte 
Clem McGowan and took a Group 3rd under Judge Ms. 
Charlotte Clem McGowan.  I am honored that this beautiful 
dog became a Champion.   
 
From our show…. 
Buddy and Ursula’s little sable girl, Amie, went Best of 
Opposite to Best in Sweeps! 
 
From Pat Marchello….Mickey, Jetsong 
Moon Reflection, my tri puppy went 
RWD from the 6-9 class.  This was his 
first show.  He is out of the first litter 
sired by my tri-dog Gabe, Jetsong Pulsar 
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ex Tess, PeachMor Contessa. (Photo by Greg Colletti)  
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Buddy and Ursula said goodbye to a very special little girl, 
Star.  She truly was a very special “star”. 
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May 13, 2006 (Saturday)  
Western Massachusetts SSC  
Westfield Fairgrounds , Russellville Road  
Westfield, MA  --  Closes: April 26 
Breed/Jr. Show: Barbara Kenealy 
Obedience: Mary E Diesen 
Sweeps: Sheila Monks 
Lea Lupinacci, Event Secretary  
58 Toilsome Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851-2426  
(203) 849-0556  ----   Fee: $25 

May 21, 2006  
Somerset Hills Kennel Club Matches-Conformation 
Green Village Volunteer Fire Department  
529 Green Village Rd, Green Village, NJ  
(between Madison and New Vernon)  
 
Judging will be outdoors - rain or shine  
Free Admission – Free Parking  -- Bring your own chairs  

Entries:  
· Conformation* entries taken from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm  
· Jr. Showmanship entries from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm  
· Obedience entries from 9:00 to 10:30 am  
 *Minimum age for entry is 3months  

Directions  
From the SOUTH via I-287: Get off at Exit #33 (Harter 
Rd) – turn to left on ramp *Turn Right onto Harter Rd go 
the end (one block). Then turn Right - drive 1.6 miles to the 
end. Turn Left onto Village Rd - drive to the end. Turn 
Right onto Green Village Rd - show site 1 block on the 
right.   From the NORTH via I-287 Get off at exit #33 
(Harter Rd) - Stay and turn to the right. *Follow directions 
above  
FMI (732) 764-0623 or (973) 898-0670  --  Email: 
briesmith@earthlink.net 

************************************************  
May 21, 2006 
Palisades Kennel Club, Inc. -- Match-Conformation 
Email Address: JanWarNJ@aol.com 

 
 Sanctioned 'B' Match Show is scheduled for Sunday, May 
21, 2006 at Riverside Park in Lyndhurst, NJ.  Judging 
begins at 11:00 and will be preceeded by a free handling 
clinic at 10:00.  Classes will be offered for puppies (divided 
by age), Open, and all Rare Breeds.  

Entries are $10 and MUST be pre-entered AND pre-paid by 
5/20/06.  

CGC tests are $10 and Therapy Dog tests are $15. For 
scheduling of all tests, contact The Bright & Beautiful 
Therapy Dogs at www.golden-dogs.org. All scheduling and 
payments must be in advance.   Send your 
name/address/phone and the dog's name/breed/age/gender 
and check or money order payable  to PKC to:   
      Lois Clark, Match Secretary,  
      177 Sunset Street, Dumont, NJ 07628.  
      FMI and directions: 201-384-5710 or 
      BEAGLE177@CS.COM 
 
May 27 2006  --Winfield, Pennsylvania  
AKC Obedience & Rally Seminar  
Presenter:    AKC Field Rep  
Sponsoring Club:   Mid Susquehanna Valley Kennel Club 
Contact Information:    
Kim Blyler - PO Box 32 Millmont, PA 17845-0032 
Email:   obed@dejazzed.com  
Phone:   (570) 922-4114  
This will be a two-day seminar May 27th & 28th, 2006. 
One day will be for obedience and one day will be for rally. 
These seminars will meet AKC obedience and rally judges' 
educational requirements. 

June 10 2006 --  InterState Shetland Sheepdog Club Match 
Show.�
 
June 10 2006 --  Mt. Kisco, New York�
Structure in Action Workshop  
Presenter:    Pat Hastings  
Sponsoring Club:   Taconic Hills Kennel Club 
Contact Information:    
Linda Berberich - 183 Johnson Ave, Dumont, NJ 07628 
Email:   vomviraus@aol.com  
Phone:   (201) 385-1626  
 
June 25, 2006  -- Flemington, NJ  
Canine Reproduction, Whelping and  
Puppy Intensive Care  
Presenter:    Myra Savant Harris  
Sponsoring Club:   Watchung Mountain Poodle Club 
Contact Information:    
Anita McKenna -  
Email:   anitamckenna@hotmail.com  
Phone:   (908) 237-1347  
 Website:   http://wmpc0.tripod.com/id9.html 
 
Oct 8, 2006 
Inter-State Shetland Sheepdog Club Specialty 

If you know of any match shows, seminars, health clinics, please 
send them to members via email or through Sheltie Wise. 
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Sweeps:   
Jr. Show: Mrs. Bobbi Compton 
Regular:  Mrs. Denise Cornelssen 
Obedience:  John D. Landis (view bio) 
 
Oct 21, 2006 -- Flanders, NJ 
George Alston Handling Seminar for Beginners, 
Advanced and Observers  
Presenter:    George  
Sponsoring Club:   Schooley's Mountain Kennel Club 
Contact Information:    
Pat Klinger - Email:   ricklinger@worldnet.att.net  
Phone:   (908) 637-8124  
This is a two day seminar. 
 
Nov 11, 2006 -- AKC Obedience Seminar  
Presenter:    AKC Field Rep  
Sponsoring Club:   Somerset County Dog Obedience Club 
Contact Information:    
Kay Ruskin - 17 Lafayette Lane Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
Email:   pagodashihtzu@aol.com  
Phone:   (908) 647-1357  
This seminar will meet AKC obedience and rally judges' 
educational requirements. This seminar will be for one day 
only. 
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For a  complete breakdown visit 
http://www.raudogshows.com 

 

April 9, 2006 – Show Results 
Judge: Janet Turnage Nahikian  
Sweepstakes Judge -- Louella Eriksen   
 
Best of Breed ��

CH Valdawn Shaizach Sovereign  
Sire: CH Star Bell JP Boyd 
Dam: Valdawns Morning Star 
Breeder: Kathleen and Herbert Searle  
Owner: Rebecca Goldberg and Kerry Newcomb 
 

Best Opposite Sex to Best of Breed/Winners Bitch ��

Heatherland American Girl  
Sire: CH Valdawn Shaizach Sovereign 
Dam: Heatherland On Cloud Nine  
Breeder: Sandra MacIntosh Feret  
Owner Kerry Newcomb  
 

Best of Winners/Winners Dog ��

Heatherland's Analyze This  
Sire: CH Heatherlands Shazam 
Dam: Heathland Forever Yours 
Breeder/Owner: Sandra MacIntosh Feret 

 

 
Reserve Winners Dog ��

Jetsong Moon 
Reflection          
from the 6-9 puppy 
class… 
 
Sire: Jetsong Pulsar 
Dam: Peachmor 
Contessa 
Breeder/Owner:  
Pat Marchello 

     
“Mickey”  -- Jetsong Moon 

Reflection 

Reserve Winners Bitch ��

C-A Moon Madeline  
Sire: Ch. Macdega Notorious 
Dam: C-A Moon Judging Amy  
Breeder: Anya Domak and Cheryl Kelly 
Owner: Cheryl Kelly  

Best In Sweepstakes ��

Ringsend Wayward Son  
Sire: Degraach's McGwire Hot Hittr 
Dam: Ringsend Heather Lite  
Breede/Owner: Kathleen Collins 
 

Best Opposite Sex to Best in Sweeps ��

Wildoak LaBelle 
Amie 
Sire:Ch. Jade Mist 
Memorandum 
Dam: Wildoak 
Serendipity 
Breeder/Owner: Ursula 
Dudek & Buddy 
Character 
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Thank you to 
everyone who 
contributed to this 
wonderful basket.  
A special thank 
you to Lisa for 
putting it together. 
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Pet Column for the week of February 27, 2006 
Kim Marie Labak, Information Specialist 
University of Illinois , College of Veterinary Medicine 
 
"The most common cause of broken bones in pets is 'hit by 
car,' known as HBC among small animal veterinarians," 
says Dr. Ann L. Johnson, interim hospital director and 
veterinary orthopedic surgeon at the University of Illinois 
Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital in Urbana. "Other 
causes include falling from a table, being bounced out of 
the back of a pick-up truck, bone disease, or repeated stress 
in active athletes." 
 
A veterinarian's goals for repairing a broken bone are to 
align and reunite the pieces of bone, restore full function of 
the bone, and restore the normal appearance of the animal. 
The method used to achieve these goals depends on several 
factors, such as the severity and location of the fracture, the 
age of the animal, and anticipated patient and owner 
cooperation during post-operative healing. 
 
Casts are a good method of stabilizing a fracture because 
their application doesn't require surgical invasion of the 
skin, muscle, or bone surrounding the fracture. However, 
the use of casts is limited to specific cases. The joints above 
and below the fractured bone must be immobilized, which 
eliminates use of casts on bones of the hip or shoulder. The 
fracture must be closed, meaning that there is no 
accompanying skin or muscle wound. Finally, the fracture 
must be relatively simple and easily realigned. 
 
Some of the disadvantages of casts include the need to keep 
them clean and dry, the need for frequent changes and re-
evaluations, and the possibility of developing cast sores, 
which would mean discontinued use of the cast. However, 
Dr. Johnson points out that in some cases the advantage of 
cast use, no surgical invasion of the tissue surrounding the 
fracture, outweighs these disadvantages. 
 
Fractures too complicated to meet the requirements for a 
cast can be stabilized with surgically applied external 
fixators, intramedullary pins, orthopedic wire, bone plates, 
or any combination of these. 
 
An external fixator consists of a rigid metal or acrylic 
frame outside the broken limb and long metal pins that go 
through the broken bone pieces and attach to the external 
frame. External fixation requires intensive postoperative 
care by the pet's owner, including daily cleaning and water 
massage, by whirlpool or hose, of the limb and limited 
postoperative activity of the pet. External fixators are 
removed once the fracture is bridged with new bone and is 
capable of supporting the animal's activity on its own. 

 
Intramedullary pins (IM pins) are stainless steel rods 
inserted inside the broken bone. IM pins hold the pieces of 
bone together like beads on a string. Their use requires 
limiting the pet's post-operative exercise to prevent the rods 
from being dislodged, but they do not require intensive 
postoperative care by the owner. Like external fixators, IM 
pins are removed once the fracture is bridged with bone. 
 
Orthopedic wire is used to connect fragments of bone or to 
anchor bone around IM pins, providing additional stability. 
One drawback is that orthopedic wire, if used improperly, 
may cut off the blood supply to the bone, which will 
prevent the fracture from healing. An advantage of using 
IM pins together with orthopedic wire is that the animal is 
able to use the fractured limb fairly well early in the post-
operative period. Orthopedic wire may be left on the bone 
when the IM pins are surgically removed. 
 
Another way to surgically stabilize broken bones is through 
the use of bone plates and screws. Stainless steel plates that 
span the length of a fractured bone are screwed directly to 
the bone to securely hold bone fragments together and 
promote healing. Plates and screws can be used for 
fractures of joints or for fractures of odd-shaped bones, like 
the pelvis, as well as long bones of the limbs. The 
advantages of bone plates are early post-operative pain-free 
use of the limb and minimal aftercare. Bone plates are 
usually left in place after the fracture has healed. 
 
For more information on bone fractures in pets, consult 
your veterinarian. 
 
[For a print-quality diagram illustrating external fixators, 
intramedullary pins, orthopedic wire, and bone plates, e-
mail Mandy Barth at mandyb@uiuc.edu.  

 
 
Here are two articles I found on sites about Vivi that offer 
invaluable information should you ever loose a dog.  I have 
added emphasis (bolding) in the first article.  I hope none 
of you have this experience, but this will at least get you 
started if you do.  I know how traumatic it is because I lost 
Peg for 7 weeks.  My birthday present was getting her back. 
Please take the time to read these. 
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We were advised to contact Michael McCann, who has had 
a lot of success in catching lost Greyhounds over many 
years. He is busy with several other cases but writes that we 
don’t need his help since it seems we are doing everything 
right anyway. The following is reprinted with his 
permission from his "Finding Your Lost Greyhound" from 
GreyTalk.com. Whippets and Greyhounds aren’t identical 
but the breeds are closely related, and much of what 
Michael says would apply to Vivi and other lost Whippets 
as well.  
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"Post flyers on every available telephone pole, in every 
supermarket, drugstore, school, church, police station, 
vets’ office or any other public building surrounding the 
area. Ninety percent of lost dogs who are found, are found 
because someone saw a flyer. The area should be so 
saturated with flyers that you can’t turn around without 
seeing one."  

"Schools are a great resource for search help. Ask the 
principal to make announcements about the lost dog 
and leave flyers to pass out and post on bulletin boards. 
Kids see everything in the neighborhood — if you give one 
kid a flyer, five more will have seen it by the end of the 
day. Don’t ignore the little kids either. They tell their folks 
everything."  

"In our experience, rewards often work against getting 
sightings. What happens is that you will increase the 
numbers of people looking for the dog, yes, but the new 
people tend to be bounty hunters, teenagers, or ‘cowboys’, 
who just think of the money, not the safety of the animal. 
Often, when they see the dog, the first thing they do is 
chase, and sometimes they chase the dog right out of the 
safety of the territory the dog has felt comfortable in." (The 
reward for Vivi’s safe return was set by Jil at $5,000 long 
ago and will be honored. We would not have gotten the 
media interested without a reward, and this has played a 
vital role in making local people aware of Vivi. The 
"bounty hunters" are a concern, however. According to a 
newspaper article today several such types have moved in 
to look for Vivi in Flushing. They won’t catch her but they 
could scare her away.)  

"Finding a lost Greyhound is difficult; catching a loose 
Greyhound who doesn’t want to be caught could be one of 
the most frustrating challenges one ever faces in 
Greyhound rescue."  

"When you or your volunteers see the hound, do not chase 
or follow him, make him think you have no interest in 
him. Turn away, don’t make eye contact, sit down on 
the ground, and if you have a hound with you, give 
some treats to him. There is nothing that will make a 
hungry dog more curious than watching another dog eat. If 
he approaches you, stay on the ground, avoid eye contact 
and toss treats in his direction; gain his trust through his 
food motivation. Lick your lips, and yawn, a lot. These are 
‘Calming Signals.’ Have a looped leash handy in case he 
approaches close enough."  

There is much more, mostly information that we have 
published before. Michael lists a number of Greyhounds 
which have been lost for several months, even years: Mike 
for seven months in Marshfield, MA (captured in a live 
trap); Barney for over a year in Southbridge, MA (captured 
in a live trap); Scarlett for seven months, from November 
2001 to May 2002 in Pawtucket, RI (captured in live trap); 
Phantom for at least 10 months in Cincinnati, OH; Connor 

for 18 months in Camptown, KS; Cavan or seven months in 
Bennington, VT; and Lady Grey for at least 15 months on 
the campus of Eastern New Mexico University. Note the 
locations and the temperatures these dogs endured. None of 
them was loose in a city, however.  

( I found this on Vivi’s site:  
http://www.whippetview.com/vivilatest.html ) 
 
 

HOW TO GET VIVI BACK... 
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The following applies to most dogs that have 
gone “wild” and do not want to be caught.  
 
The bottom line is: you cannot “catch” a spooked 
Whippet. Attempts to chase, catch, surround or contain 
Vivi will have the opposite effect, scaring her further 
away.  
 
If you see Vivi: 
1. Do not get out of the car close to her, don’t slam the car 
door and don’t call her. You will only frighten her further.  
 
2. If possible sit down on the ground, eat something 
(noisily!), share with her if she gets close, drop some food 
on the ground. Talk to her gently and casually, as if you 
see her every day and don’t care that much about her. 
Don’t even look at her. If she lets you, pet her gently but 
do not try to grab her. She is much faster than you are and 
cannot be caught until she wants to.  
 
3. You should not have a big or noisy dog with you. If 
you have a calm whippet or small dog on a leash and Vivi 
is nearby, make a big show of feeding your dog. Nothing 
makes her hungrier than seeing another dog eat. 
 
4. Do not walk directly toward her; avoid eye contact; act 
casual but friendly. Not until you can quietly put a strong 
leash with a choke collar around her neck should you try 
to do so, and don’t even do that if you are not experienced 
enough to deal with a dog that might easily panic.  
 
5. In a best case scenario, quietly close a door or gate (a 
tall one, she can probably jump 6 feet if necessary) behind 
her. If not, just making non-threatening contact is a huge 
step forward, and establish a place where she can be fed. 
 
6. The most important thing right now is that Vivi should 
not feel chased or "hunted" so she doesn't feel like you're 
moving into her comfort area 
 
7. If you catch Vivi, put her in a car or safe room ASAP. 
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Make sure nobody accidentally opens a door. Be calm and 
quiet, don’t scare her and CALL 1-877-JFK-VIVI (1-877-
535-8484), or 917-626-1374, or 516-776-0923 - 
IMMEDIATELY!  
 
Losing Vivi after “nearly” catching her will make it even 
more difficult to instill confidence in her again. She has 
most likely been chased by more people than we know 
who grabbed for her in misguided attempts to catch her. 
Much better to encourage her confidence by feeding her, 
leaving her alone and petting her if she lets you – until 
you are SURE you can catch her and put her inside a car 
or a safely confined area.  
March 31, 2006 in Vivi Watch | Permalink  
Comments  
I suggest calling out the names of ViVi's family members. 
I agree with the suggestion to sit eating noisily. I was 
caring for a dog years ago that escaped. A stranger told 
me where it was last seen. I went there and sat (it seemed 
forever). I kept calling the names of family members of 
that dog and a few words I knew she knew. She suddenly 
appeared. I sat still with a dog snack I knew she liked in 
my right hand. I sat still. I did not look. She put her nose 
in my right hand. Her collar touched my left hand and I 
grasped it quickly after my left hand was not in her line of 
site.  
��������	
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--- From the ASSA Members Yahoo Group 
 
Forwarded with permission.  Some interesting facts.  
Melanie Williams permission to cross post permitted. 
 
forwarded from an all-breed list with permission 
 
A recent email announcing that Dr. Yuri Melekhovets, 
Laboratory Director of HealthGene Corp., Toronto, 
Canada, has located the gene responsible for producing 
inherited epilepsy in canines is making massive rounds on 
the internet. 
 
After consulting with colleagues at the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation as well as established researchers known for 
their work on canine epilepsy at the University of Missouri, 
it is likely that the announcement is being taken quite out of 
context. 
 
Breeders wishing to participate in further research being 
done at HealthGene may certainly do so, however, the 
research should not be confused with any current studies on 
canine epilepsy currently being funded and supported by 
the AKC Canine Health Foundation at UC 
Davis, or the Universities of Missouri and Minnesota. 
 

  The Small Animal Molecular Genetics Laboratory at the 
University of Missouri provided the following information: 
"It is HIGHLY unlikely that there is one epilepsy gene for 
all dogs. In humans and in laboratory mice, over 30 
mutations causing different (and rare) types of epilepsy 
have been identified. Most likely, there will bemany 
epilepsy genes in dogs as well. Closely related dog breeds 
with a common founding mutation may well have the same 
type of epilepsy, but it's also quite likely that in some 
breeds we may ultimately find more than one type of 
epilepsy, with different mutations.  Unfortunately, things 
are not as simple as finding one mutation and 
it's all solved! 
 
  Over a year ago, researchers at the Hospital for Sick 
Children in Toronto identified a mutation in a gene that 
they believe causes a very rare disease known as "Laflora's 
Epilepsy" in a small family of miniature Wirehaired 
Dachshunds. This is a storage disease that includes 
myoclonic (muscle) seizures as a major symptom of a more 
complex disease. This seizure type is not seen in most other 
breeds, and only very rarely in Dachshunds. Apparently, 
HealthGene is a company being used by this research team, 
and the referenced HealthGene discovery is more than 
likely the discovery related to Laflora's Epilepsy in 
Dachshunds. 
 
  We have not been able to find anything on canine epilepsy 
published by Dr Melekhovets in the scientific literature, 
and those who have been actively researching canine 
epilepsy for the past 5-10 years are not aware of this 
individual as a researcher. It would be wonderful if canine 
epilepsy were solved, but the reality is that 
the discovery made in Toronto probably does not apply to 
the vast majority of dogs who experience seizures. The 
tools available to us, and the information available as a 
result of the completion of the Canine Genome Project a 
few months ago make it much more likely that 
some of the epilepsies in dogs will soon be mapped. To 
map epilepsy, or any trait, researchers need DNA from 
affected individuals, and their normal close relatives 
(siblings, parents, grandparents, etc).  The researchers of 
the Canine Epilepsy Consortium at the Universities of 
Missouri and Minnesota have an established track 
record of working towards answers for breeders and owners 
in many  breeds, and encourage continued participation by 
owners of affected dogs and their normal relatives to help 
us in the search. Information on this ongoing research, and 
the forms and instructions for participating can be found on 
the Canine Epilepsy Network located at www.canine-
epilepsy.net." 
 
Eddie Dziuk, Orthopedic Foundation for Animals 
 
Kelly Whiteman (#52342) , BonniDune Border Collies 
Indianapolis, IN  USA 
http://www.bonnidune.com 
******************************************* 
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Pet Column for the week of March 27, 2006 
Kim Marie Labak, Information Specialist 
University of Illinois , College of Veterinary Medicine 
 
 
Zeus Barger and Belle Carpenter were two dogs who 
shared a common problem. Like many dogs, they were 
deathly afraid of thunderstorms. Fortunately, Zeus, Belle, 
and their owners have found ways to manage their thunder 
phobia. 
 
Dogs can sense subtle changes in barometric pressure, so 
they may sense a thunderstorm an hour or more before it 
hits. Dogs who suffer thunder anxiety may pant, pace, 
salivate, and paw at doors excessively before a storm, and 
when thunder sounds, they may shiver, whimper, or even 
become destructive, scratching at doors and floors, possibly 
to the point that they hurt themselves. This was the case 
with Zeus. 
 
Zeus was a golden retriever who found a simple way to 
deal with his fear of thunder. He belonged to Dr. Anne 
Barger, a veterinary pathologist and assistant professor at 
the University of Illinois Veterinary Teaching Hospital in 
Urbana. 
 
"Zeus was a sensitive soul," explains Barger, who would 
put Zeus in a kennel while she was away at work. One day 
when it started to storm, she worried about Zeus and went 
home to check on him. 
 
"By the time I got there, he had gotten out of kennel. He 
was so afraid, he was able to bend the metal bars and 
squeeze out." Not only did Zeus destroy his kennel, but he 
also hurt himself getting out--his face was swollen and cut 
from the ordeal. During another incident, Zeus was outside 
during a storm and trying to get inside, he scratched at the 
door so violently he demolished the door and wore his 
toenails down until his paws were bleeding. 
 
The solution to Zeus' problem was surprisingly simple. Dr. 
Barger explains, "Zeus and I came to an understanding: I 
told him I wouldn't put him in the cage anymore if he found 
a place in the house he could go to feel safe during 
thunderstorms." Eventually Zeus found that the lying in the 
upstairs bathtub made him feel more secure during 
thunderstorms. 
 
"I knew an hour ahead of time that a storm was coming, 
because Zeus would head upstairs and look at me as if to 
say 'I'll be in the tub if you need me.' In the tub, Zeus 
calmed down, his breathing and heart rates became normal, 
and he wasn't hurting himself." 
 
When asked to theorize why Zeus chose the bathtub, 

Barger says, "The bathtub is such as strong, solid appliance 
that when the thunder shakes the house a little, the tub may 
muffle the vibrations." Barger also notes that the bathtub is 
a cool, quiet place, and that her bathroom doesn't have any 
windows, keeping Zeus from seeing the lighting, which 
also triggers anxiety in some dogs. 
 
Dr. Rachael Carpenter, a veterinary anesthesiologist at the 
teaching hospital, also has a thunderstorm phobic dog 
named Belle. For years, veterinarians have prescribed 
sedatives to calm dogs during storms, but Carpenter 
explains that these medications may sedate a dog, but the 
dog may still feel anxious even though it doesn't show signs 
of agitation. "Of course, you can't ask the dog if it still feels 
anxious, but now there are drugs on the market that are 
specifically made to treat anxiety, not hyperactivity." 
 
Aside from medical treatment, behaviorists recommend 
counter-conditioning and desensitization. "To counter-
condition your dog, teach her to settle and relax on 
command. Train her to go to her bed and lay down on 
command when it's not thundering, so when the thunder 
comes, she already understands that command." 
 
Carpenter explains that often pet owners do the opposite; 
by offering a pet treats, praise, and consolation petting 
when the animal is panting, pacing, and whimpering, they 
are essentially rewarding the pet for acting anxious. 
 
Carpenter also recommends playing CDs or audio tapes of 
thunderstorms to desensitize a pet to the noise. "Start it out 
quietly, and then play it a little louder. At the same time, 
tell the dog to go to its bed and relax, and reward them for 
lying down and relaxing." 
 
A novel solution that Carpenter has tried with Belle is a 
Dog Appeasing Pheromone (DAP) diffuser, an over-the 
counter product available at most pet stores. "It looks just 
like a Glade Plug-In� ," she says. The diffuser releases a 
pheromone that is similar to the one that mother dogs 
release when their puppies are nursing. 
 
"It's supposed to be very calming, and you simply plug it 
into the wall and keep one around during storm season." 
Carpenter recommends combining a DAP diffuser with 
behavioral training and drug therapy. 
 
Pet owners can learn from Zeus and Belle that there are 
several options for dealing with a thunder-phobic pet, from 
medications and pheromones to training, or simply letting 
the pet seek out its own hide-out. As Dr. Barger notes, 
"Often dogs will let us know what they need if we just give 
them the opportunity." 
 
For more information on thunder phobia, behavior, anti-
anxiety medications, or DAP diffusers and your pet, consult 
your veterinarian. 
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At the end of the Beatles' song "A Day 
in the Life", an ultrasonic whistle, 
audible only to dogs, was recorded by 
Paul McCartney for his Shetland 
sheepdog. 
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New York, NY - Every sport has a Code of Sportsmanship. 
Some are unwritten, informal guidelines that people learn 
along the way in their journey to learning a new sport. 
Others are more formal and rigorous, written out for all to 
see, appreciate and embrace.  
 
The Board of Directors, as a result of the Chairman's 
Committee on Conflict of Interest, approved this month the 
first-ever written Code of Sportsmanship for our sport of 
purebred dogs. I have included the new code in its entirety:  
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PREFACE: The sport of purebred dog competitive events 
dates prior to 1884, the year of AKC's birth. Shared values 
of those involved in the sport include principles of 
sportsmanship. They are practiced in all sectors of our 
sport: conformation, performance and companion.  
Many believe that these principles of sportsmanship are the 
prime reason why our sport has thrived for over one 
hundred years. With the belief that it is useful to 
periodically articulate the fundamentals of our sport, this 
code is presented. 
 
· Sportsmen respect the history, traditions and integrity 

of the sport of purebred dogs. 
· Sportsmen commit themselves to values of fair play, 

honesty, courtesy, and vigorous competition, as well as 
winning and losing with grace. 

· Sportsmen refuse to compromise their commitment 
and obligation to the sport of purebred dogs by 
injecting personal advantage or consideration into their 
decisions or behavior. 

· The sportsman judge judges only on the merits of the 
dogs and considers no other factors. 

· The sportsman judge or exhibitor accepts constructive 
criticism. 

· The sportsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit 
under a judge where it might reasonably appear that 
the judge's placements could be based on something 
other than the merits of the dogs. 

· The sportsman exhibitor refuses to compromise the 
impartiality of a judge. 

· The sportsman respects the AKC bylaws, rules, 
regulations and policies governing the sport of 
purebred dogs. 

· Sportsmen find that vigorous competition and civility 
are not inconsistent and are able to appreciate the merit 
of their competition and the effort of competitors. 

· Sportsmen welcome, encourage and support 
newcomers to the sport. 

· Sportsmen will deal fairly with all those who trade 
with them. 

· Sportsmen are willing to share honest and open 
appraisals of both the strengths and weaknesses of his 
breeding stock. 

· Sportsmen spurn any opportunity to take personal 
advantage of positions offered or bestowed upon them. 

· Sportsmen always consider as paramount the welfare 
of their dog.* Sportsmen refuse to embarrass the sport, 
the American Kennel Club, or themselves while taking 
part in the sport. 

 
I hope everyone in the fancy will take time to read and 
practice the new code and appreciate the value a Code of 
Sportsmanship adds to the experience of being a member of 
"the fancy."  
 
Enjoy!  
Sincerely, 
Ron Menaker, Chairman 
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Now I lay me down to sleep, 
The queen-size bed is soft 
and deep. 
I sleep right in the center groove 
My human being can hardly move! 
  
I've trapped her legs, 
she's tucked in tight, 
And here is where I pass the night. 
No one disturbs me or dares intrude 
Till morning comes and I want food! 
  
I sneak up slowly and it begins 
My nibbles on my human's chin. 
She wakes up slowly and smiles and shouts, 
"You darling beast! Just cut it out!" 
But morning's here and it's time to play 
I always seem to get my way. 
  
So thank you, Lord, for giving me 
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This human person that I see 
The one who hugs and holds me tight 
and shares her bed with me at night! 

----Author unknown 
 

 
 from Veterinary Practice News 
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Research conducted at the Purdue University School of 
Veterinary Medicine suggests a link between lawn 
treatment chemicals and urinary bladder cancer 
in Scottish terriers. 
 
The controlled study found that Scotties exposed to lawns 
treated with both herbicides and insecticides were 
significantly more at risk for transitional cell carcinoma 
(TCC), the most common form of bladder cancer in dogs. 
 
Despite not yet having established a definite cause-and-
effect relationship between the chemicals and cancer, the 
study's authors recommend that Scottie owners decrease 
their dog's exposure to lawn chemicals and that 
veterinarians perform routine cytologic urine exams in 
Scottish terriers and other high-risk breeds, according to the 
Journal of the Veterinary Medical Assn., which published 
the study. 
 
In an earlier study, the research team found that Scottish 
terriers are about 20 times more susceptible to TCC. 
 
"These dogs are more sensitive to some factors in their 
environment," said Lawrence Glickman, VMD, DrPH, 
researcher and professor of epidemiology at 
Perdue, in a university release.  "As pets tend to spend a 
fair amount of time in contact with plants treated with 
herbicides and insecticides, we decided to find out whether 
lawn chemicals were having any effect on cancer 
frequency." 
 
For the study, the owners of 83 terriers with TCC and the 
owners of 83 terriers with other health related conditions 
completed questionnaires regarding the dogs' exposure to 
herbicides and insecticides during the year prior to 
diagnosis of TCC for afflicted dogs and a comparable 
period for the control dogs. 
 
Dogs exposed to lawns treated with both herbicides and 
insecticides or herbicides alone were found to be between 
four and seven times more at risk than dogs exposed to 
untreated lawns. 
 
"The level of risk corresponded directly with exposure to 
these chemicals: The greater the exposure, the higher the 
risk," Dr. Glickman said. 
 
Those exposed to insecticides alone showed a small but not 

significant increased risk. 
 
In particular, the study flagged both phenoxy and non-
phenoxy herbicides as being of particular concern, although 
the increased risk for non-phenoxy herbicides was not 
statistically significant. 
 
"While we hope to determine which of the many chemicals 
in lawn treatments are responsible, we also hope the 
similarity between human and dog genomes will allow us 
to find the genetic predisposition toward this form of cancer 
found in both Scotties and certain people," Glickman said. 
 
The next step, reported Glickman, will be to survey 
children as well as dogs in houses with treated versus 
untreated lawns to compare the chemicals that 
turn up in urine samples, Glickman said. 
 
The Scottish Terrier Club of America and the American 
Kennel Club's Canine Health Foundation provided funding 
for the research. 
Information obtained from Veterinary Practice News (and 
appears online at 
http://www.knowlesanimalclinics.com/miami/articles/main/
lawn_chemicals__cancer/) 
 
 ---- Thanks to Donna for sending this. 
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As you all know, our show this year was dedicated to Nina.  
Nina and her husband, David, were members of this club 
for many years.  There are only a few of us left in the club 
that knew them, so I thought I would take a couple minutes 
to tell you about her.  I hope that I am capturing everyones 
thoughts and feelings. 
 
Both Nina and David did so much for this club.  David was 
treasurer for many years.  He also worked on the last 
revison of  our By-laws. Nina worked on membership and 
breeder referral and was a great source for all sorts of 
information.  
 
I can still see Nina greeting new people as they walked into 
our club meetings (or at our show).  She always took the 
time to make everyone feel at home, introducing them to 
members, talking dogs, etc.  She was our breeder referral 
person for many years, helping  people find that special 
puppy or older dog.  She spent hours talking to people 
about the breed, the importance of obedience, etc.  If she 
didn’t know the answer she would refer them on to 
someone who did.  
 
 Nina loved her shelties and her poodles, Tory and Candy.  
She would come to our shows and with her poodle, Tory in 
her arms.  David would have at least one sheltie at the end 
of a leash. They were also members of K9 Obedience Club. 
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Several years ago, they moved from their home in 
Maplewood to live near her daughter and her family in 
Texas.  
 
She is missed… 
 

-Pat, for all her friends in the Club 
 

 
Jan 4, 2006 
 
Nina was one of our very special Sheltie friends and she 
was a dedicated “Sheltie person.”  
 
She was the first person to greet us at our first SSCNJ 
meeting in Summit in 1985 and she never stopped being a 
true friend to us and to the Sheltie breed.    Nina was most 
generous in sharing her knowledge of caring for Shelties, 
providing information on breeders, vets, grooming, 
equipment, obedience training and, if she didn’t have the 
answer to a question, she referred us to someone who did.   
 
We had the pleasure of working with her on many SSCNJ 
conformation and match shows and she even “trained us” in 
organizing and handling the food for one of the shows – 
always with humor and patience! 
 
Nina was a wonderful part of our lives for not enough 
years.  She was a joy to know and  we will miss her; she 
will always live in our hearts.   

Marie & Darrel Loucks, Annapolis, MD   
 

�
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Thank you Greg for being our official photographer.  

The photos came out great! 
 

  

Louella Eriksen juding the Best in Sweeps class.  Ursula is 
handling Amie who went Best of Opp to Best in Sweeps. 
 

 
During the lunch break Aneita introduced the Parade of 
Rescues. 
 
We were also entertained by our own “Pet Stars” – 
Sylvette and the crew…. 
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After lunch break, Janet Turnage Nahikian  
continued with the regular class judging…. 
 

 
 

 
 
This photo is from the Best of Breed class. 


